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Stark County Power
Squadron
sincerely
congratulates all 10
students that took and
passed
America's
Boating Course last
month. SCPS and
USPS are pleased to
have all of you as new
members. United States Power Squadron has your official certificate and a
nice membership pin awaiting you!
SCPS would like to present them to
you at our next meeting(s) or we could
arrange to send them to you. Please
join us at best or at least let us know
how we can get them to each one of
you. Let's thank instructor P/C Cliff
Long, P, as we have done so many
times before, for a job well done.
21 March was a good day for our
squadron. USPS recognized SCPS for
many achievements at the District 7
Conference. Two Education Proficiency Awards went to Lt/C's Jim and Cindy Kosmos, AP. Next came a USPS
Education Fund Certificate Of Merit.
Also, two National Communication
Committee Awards (website) came
from P/D/Lt/C Irene Rodriguez's efforts.

Another National Communications
Committee Award was in recognition
of our Stark Soundings Publication
resulting from the efforts of P/C Cliff
Long, P. A highlight came as D/Lt/C
Linda Leque accompanied by her
escort, Stf/C Ken Leque SN, was
congratulated by all, for her reaching
the SN Grade. All of this contributed
to SCPS reaching a Second Runner
up for the District 7 Commander's
Challenge Award. Your commander
took special pride in collecting this
award. Quite an achievement, since
our squadron is one of the smallest
in D/7! Lastly, after 29 years a member, earning 25 merit marks for meritorious service in the interest of
USPS, yours truly gained a USPS
Life Membership. Congratulations to
all!
A New SCPS Watch is nearing on
11 April. I ask our members to try
and come to this delightful event to
welcome our new bridge. As an officer serving on your bridge for the
past 6 years I have been with "all of
you" writing articles for our newsletter. For 3 of those years, I have been
(continued on Page 2)
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WHAT’S NEW IN EDUCATION SEO STF/C KENNETH T. LEQUE, SN
Our ABC3 public boating classes will not be the same without
Dick Dunbar showing the students
marlinspike! This is what he was
doing at Louisville YMCA the last
time I saw him. I can still see him
bringing the big board with lines
and then calling the students over to instruct
them after their test. It was great.
When I finished N grade, I was not yet full
certificate as USPS just released Cruise Planning Course. So the last course I took was
taught by none other than Dick.
It was so good because he related so many
stories of his boating trips. That made each
night a “Dick’s adventure story night”. So much
fun! Thanks Dick for all your mentoring and being a truly great friend! We will all miss you!
Our class on Marine Electronics- Electronic
Navigation will be taking the exam on Tuesday
31 March. This will complete the three part series.
All 7 students have been taking the classes
every week since 29 Setember to complete the
three part series. The end of the trail is near! It
was my pleasure to be their instructor teaching
this all new edition of the three classes!
Congratulations go to Jim and Cindy Kosmos
for attaining Educational Proficiency. Good
work!

(continued from page 1)

fortunate enough to be asked to serve at the helm.
At times, it was a struggle to write something you
would find worthwhile reading without repeating.
In school, we were reminded the importance of
spelling and literature. I scoffed at taking a typing
class. That was just for the girls! I hope I did OK
with this. Our newsletter editor was always there
to clean up any shortcomings. Thanks Cliff and
Karen.
I always pretty much knew what the last paragraph might read when my time on the bridge
would come to a close. It was not in the plan to
mention the loss of one of our most long standing
SCPS mentors for many of us, Dick Dunbar. He
surely will be missed. It has been an honor to be
on the bridge. It was a pleasure to serve with all of
you. I will still be near and try and give back some
of what SCPS and USPS has given me. For the
good of the squadron, there are many fine members to carry on. We have a full bridge for the first
time in many years. They will provide the needed
leadership our squadron deserves. I am sure this
would make Dick happy, as it does me.

Send your articles and pictures to:

Cliff Long
1304 Washington Blvd
Louisville, OH 44641

clifflong@neo.rr.com
The Stark Soundings is published monthly,
ten times a year except for July and August.
The editor reserves the right to edit any
articles submitted for size, clarity, spelling and
grammar. The editor also reserves the right to
omit any submitted article due to article content or to space limitations. Please submit articles either as a Word document or in the body
of an E-mail.
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Spring is Here!.....WAHOO!
With our clocks sprung forward and the days getting
longer, it’s a reminder that boating season is almost
here. Now is a good time to check our boats systems
for proper function and safety. Also remember to check
our vessels for the proper
safety equipment as well as
expiration dates on flares, fire
extinguishers etc.
Here is an FYI, 16–22 May, 2015 is National
Safe Boating Week. Remember the wear it logo?
Here are some interesting 2012 statistics and a
good reason to promote USPS Education:
·
Almost seventy-one (71) percent of all fatal boating accident victims
drowned, and of those, almost eighty-five (85) percent were not reported
as wearing a life jacket.
·
Operator inattention, operator inexperience, improper lookout, machinery failure, and excessive speed rank as the top five primary contributing factors in accidents.
·
Alcohol use is the leading contributing factor in fatal boating accidents; it was listed as the leading factor in 17% of deaths.
·
Almost fourteen percent (14) of deaths occurred on boats where the
operator had received boating safety instruction. Only nine (9) percent of
deaths occurred on vessels where the operator had received boating
safety instruction from a NASBLA-approved course provider.
Most of the boaters who lost their lives by drowning each year would be
alive today had they worn their life jackets; and
Modern life jackets are more comfortable, more attractive and more
wearable than styles of years past and deserve a fresh look by today's
boating public.
Also let all of us plan on attending the annual USPS/SCPS Launch
Party to be once again held at the wonderful Sippo Lake, on Thursday, 7 May.
Farewell to a Friend
To me it was apparent that our friend Dick Dunbar had experienced
joy in his life. It showed on his always smiling face, the way he as a
human being interacted with others and in his fun sense of humor.
Dick, I would like you to know that Cindy and I have been practicing
the bowline while in N.C. and after the many times you showed us at
our ABC Class, we now get it! (Without having a confused look on
our faces). I know from personal experience that you brought joy to
not only Cindy and I but to all you came in contact with. You led a
fullfilling life. And so to our friend, our mentor, Dick (P/R/C G. Richard Dunbar, SN)
Fair well and Farewell …. you will truly be missed, but not Forgotten.
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S t a r k C o u n t y P o w e r S q u a d r o n
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We’re on the Web
www.usps.org/localusps/stark

SCPS 2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2 April

Board of Directors/General Membership Meeting 1930
North Canton Acme

19-21 June

Maumee Bay Rendezvous
Contact Joanne and Tom Hancock
for details

11 April

SCPS Change of Watch
La Pizzaria 1800 See Page 4
Please Support the New Bridge!

27-29 June

SCPS Summer Rendezvous
Watch for Details!

7 May

Board of Directors/General Membership Meeting Sippo Lake Clubhouse
Cinco de Mayo Dinner
See Page 6

31 July–
2 August

D7 Rendezvous
Middle Bass Island
Watch for Details

4 June

Board of Directors/General Membership Meeting Summer Picnic 1800
See Page 7

26-29 August

USPS Governing Board Meeting
San Diego, CA

