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FROM THE COMMANDER
Thanks for putting
your trust in me as your
commander. I am looking
forward to serving the
squadron with the experienced and talented
bridge members.
The Change of Watch dinner was fantastic. The food at LaPizzeria was magnificent! A gold bag was handed to all
the bridge officers who served under Jim
Kosmos. I would like to extend a warmhearted thank you to Jim Kosmos for the
gift given to me as past Executive Officer. I should probably also thank “The
Wife”, Cindy, as there appeared to be a
female touch to the gift. We didn’t open
them in front of everyone, but I would like
to share what was in mine. I pulled out
many items out of the bag - nautical
glass for drinking OJ or preferably pineapple juice with banana liqueur, mixed
nuts with a special seasoning, mud madness (a popular fudge from Canal Fulton), Pepperidge Farm Hazel Nut Pirouettes, and beautiful nautical coasters. I
have used the glass (not for OJ), coasters and immediately devoured the treats.
What a big success - the District 7
Spring Conference! We didn’t expect
such a large turn-out!
I must say
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Cdr Kathy A. Russell
“Kudos” to Stark County doing a spectacular job! The Hospitality rooms were
very creative. My favorite costume was
Cousin It from the Adams Family. It
was hand-made and took time to create. The Ice-Breaker food was a hit!
Everyone became drunk on root beer
floats. We were uncertain how the attendees would react to playing “Name
that Tune”, but the teams were competitive. Jim’s son, Justin Hoffee, did a
good job conducting the game and
adding personality to it.
Most importantly, Stark County was
first in Co-Opt Charting in District 7
and second in USPS! We exceeded
our 2014 performance for Boating
Class Registration. Enrollment increased to 300% of 2014. Hats off to
the Education Department! The weekend ended with us packing up and going out in to snow!
Snow is gone for good and we can
look forward to the Launch Party, 5
May, 2016 at Sippo Lake. I hope to
see a large turn-out to celebrate the
upcoming summer of boating fun!
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WHAT’S NEW IN EDUCATION SEO STF/C KENNETH T. LEQUE, SN
Just a reminder, as our boating time
starts, tell your friends and other boaters
about the USPS education programs and
vessel safety checks!
We love boating with our dog. Mocha
and can’t wait for the first time out boating.
Before heading out with your canine companion, consider these simple tips for bringing dogs onto
your boat and keeping them safe and happy.
• Purchase a pet life jacket: Even if your dog isn’t a
natural swimmer, a life jacket will provide peace of
mind for everyone. Pet life jackets are made of highfloatation neoprene or nylon, and they feature reflective trim, rescue handles and leash rings.
• Get your dog acquainted with the boat before going out: Before you take your dog out for the first time,
let it check out the boat while it’s not underway. If the
dog seems comfortable, you may want to start up the
motor to get it accustomed to the sound of it.
• Put together a pet first-aid kit: Keep a first-aid kit on
board in case your dog steps on a sharp shell or decides to take on a marine animal. In addition to basic
supplies like gauze pads, antiseptic wipes, adhesive
tape, scissors and tweezers, consider items such as
hydrogen peroxide, extra towels, ear cleaning solution,
styptic powder, a flashlight and needle-nose pliers.
• Bring along fresh water: Bring along a water dish
and extra drinking water so your dog always has fresh
water to drink. Even if you’re boating on freshwater,
it’s never a good idea to let your pet drink from the
lake.
• Don’t forget the sunscreen: Even pets need sun protection. Dogs with short hair or light skin are especially
susceptible to sunburn. Ask your family veterinarian to
recommend a pet-friendly sunscreen product. Be sure
to reapply often.
• Potty time: Whether you’re on land or in the middle of
the lake, when a dog’s got to go, a dog’s going to go.
An ideal situation would be to train your dog to go on
puppy training pads in a certain spot on the boat, but
be sure to take lots of pet waste bags along with you
on your boating adventures. Paper towels and odor
neutralizer are also good items to have on board. Take
along some odor neutralizing trash bags, the kind you
would use in your kitchen trash can, to dispose of everything until you’re near a proper trash receptacle.
Most importantly, make sure your dog has access to
plenty of freshwater, wet towels and shade to prevent
heat stroke or heat exhaustion.

Edward J. Mali, SN is receiving his Senior Navigation plaque
from SEO Ken Leque at the recent
SCPS Change of Watch

Send your articles and pictures to:

Cliff Long
1304 Washington Blvd
Louisville, OH 44641

clifflong@neo.rr.com
The Stark Soundings is published monthly,
ten times a year except for July and August.
The editor reserves the right to edit any
articles submitted for size, clarity, spelling and
grammar. The editor also reserves the right to
omit any submitted article due to article content or to space limitations. Please submit articles either as a Word document or in the body
of an E-mail.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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CHAIRMAN
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CHAIRMAN
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Lt/C Karen R. Long

My name is Karen Long and I am SCPS’s
new Executive Officer. My husband Cliff and I
have been boating together for 36 years! I
don’t know what that really means except that
we love boating and everything that goes with it. We
have two sons and they began boating at about three
months of age and continue to do so today as adults.
As most of you know, boating is a fantastic family
activity!
To have your boating season go even smoother, make sure you get
your boat a safety inspection. This inspection will benefit you in several
ways. First, when your boat passes, you know that you have in place the
essentials for a safe boating season. Second, it could save you a lot of
time. We have been stopped by the Coast Guard out on the water and
once they saw our safety sticker from the Power Squadron, they were
done and wished us well on our way.
The Stark County Power Squadron vessel safety instructors are
Cathy Dunlap, John Hunter, Bill Wood, and Rick and Irene Rodriguez.
You can talk to any one of these people to make arrangements for a safety check or if you are a Lake Erie Boater, our inspectors will be at Venetian Marina which is on Sandusky Bay on 4 June. No pre-registration.
Just bring your boat to the marina.
Lastly, I would like to congratulate Joanne Hancock for placing second NATIONALLY in co-op charting and her husband Tom, for placing
third!! This is quite an accomplishment for two boaters in NE Ohio.
To all, have a great and SAFE boating Season!

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK
CHAIRMAN
Lt Cathy J. Dunlap
330-526-8004
STARK SOUNDINGS
Is published by
P/C Clifton I. Long, P
1304 Washington Blvd.
Louisville, OH 44641
Cell: 330-284-4991
email: clifflong@neo.rr.com

PROOFING
Lt/C Karen Long

Members of the SCPS Conference Committee enjoying the Saturday evening dinner.
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The SCPS Hospitality Room was very popular

The Addams Family was a favorite

D7 Spring
Conference
Hospitality
Rooms
were very well
attended
American Bandstand

Jed Clampett and Jethro

Granny from the Beverly Hillbillies

P/C/C Ernie Marshburn with Ellie Mae Clampett
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2016
SCPS
Change of Watch

O f f i c i a l P u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e
U n i t e d S t a t e s P o w e r S q u a d r o n

1304 Washington Blvd.
Louisville, OH 44641-1554

We’re on the Web
http://starkcountyps.org

SCPS-2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
5 May

Board of Directors/General
Membership Meeting / Launch Party
1800 Sippo Lake Shelter See Page 4

24-26 June

SCPS Lake Erie Rendezvous
Sandusky Harbor Marina
See Page 7 for details

14-21 May

National Safe Boating Week
Be sure to get your boat inspected!
Contact Cathy Dunlap for details

29-31 July

D7 Rendezvous
Huron Boat Basin, Lake Erie
See SCPS Website for Details

2 June

Board of Directors/General Membership Meeting Annual Picnic See Pg 5
Price Park, North Canton 1800

20 August

Cooperative Charting/ ASPS Picnic
Battery Park, Sandusky
Contact: Joanne Hancock

17-19 June

SCPS Rendezvous
Maumee Bay State Park See page 6
Contact Joanne and Tom Hancock

24-27
August

USPS National Governing Board
Pittsburgh, PA

