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FROM THE COMMANDER

COMMANDER

Wow, I think summer is
not going to leave us! Almost the end of September and I am still running
the air conditioner. The
sunny 80s temperatures
are giving hope to bring
out the yellow speed demon boat one last
time.
This summer, I noticed more boats with
elaborate speakers for their music. Jim
and I met people who stated they spend
thousands of dollars on their boat sound
system. Some boaters find music disruptive to the peacefulness of enjoying the
lake and nature.
I researched what is important to know
when purchasing a sound system for your
boat. There are factors to be aware of, as
well as, to be ignored. Response ±X.X dB,
this is an important spec that reveals how
natural the speaker sounds. For flushmount marine speakers, something in the
±6 decibels (dB) range is pretty good. If
the manufacturer specifies only a frequency range without a plus/minus dB figure,
the rating isn’t very useful. Sensitivity, SPL
@ 1 watt/1 meter, this tells how much
sound pressure you’ll get from a speaker
with 1 watt of power. Every additional +3
dB of sound requires double the power.
Most people consider 100 dB quite loud.
Impedance tells how much load the speak-
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er puts on the amp and also how much
power you’ll be able to pull from it. The
lower the number, the more power you’ll
get from your amp and if you go too low,
you’ll tax the amp too much. Marine
speakers should be in the 4-ohm range.
Ignore the recommended RMS Power.
It’s rarely the result of technical evaluation. Usually it’s just a mix of the engineer’s gut feel and the marketing guy’s
need to show a certain spec.
There is more to a good speaker system than just the way it sounds. Ease of
installing the speakers, along with sturdy
hardware and templates is vital.
I forgot to mention in my September’s
article that I went on my first geodetic
search. Tom and Joanne headed up a
hunt for geodetics at the District 7 Rendezvous. I thoroughly enjoyed it and
found myself trying to be the first to spot
them. Now, when anyone talks about
geodetics, I will not be clueless. Joanne
and Tom have another geodetics search
planned for 12 November at 1200 and
dinner at Geisen Haus at 1700. I will be
attending and ready for any competitors!
Just a reminder, D7 Fall Conference
is 4-6 November at Sawmill Creek hosted by Vermillion Power Squadron. Hope
to see a large turn-out!
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WHAT’S NEW IN EDUCATION SEO STF/C KENNETH T. LEQUE, SN
It is time to plan for our next
public boating class. Please let
me know if you have any candidates, ideas or plans.
The following is an update
from the USPS Governing Board.
A main project for the Education
Department is converting all the printed manuals for our classes into electronic versions.
These would be available for downloads direct
to the student rather than printing and shipping
to the instructor. Seamanship is the first on the
list.
As always, if anyone needs a class please
let me know and we will get it scheduled.

October is Merit Mark Month
If you have done any work for the
betterment of Stark County Power
Squadron, please write down the job or
jobs that you have performed along
with the amount of time involved so that
it can be sent in to be considered for a
merit mark nomination. If you chaired
any events, please forward any nominations you may have.
Please send your info to chairman
Cliff Long by the 31 October deadline.
His E-mail address is:
clifflong@neo.rr.com
We don’t want to miss anyone so be
sure to send in your report. The annual
merit mark is the reward given by the
United States Power Squadrons for
good performance of a member’s duty.
It should be highly regarded and not
lightly recommended .

www.usps.org

D/Lt Joanne Hancock “dressed” for
social luncheon at Governing Board

Send your articles and pictures to:

Cliff Long
1304 Washington Blvd
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The Stark Soundings is published monthly, ten
times a year except for July and August.
The editor reserves the right to edit any articles
submitted for size, clarity, spelling and grammar.
The editor also reserves the right to omit any submitted article due to article content or to space limitations. Please submit articles either as a Word
document or in the body of an E-mail.
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Happy October everyone! As of 22 September, it is officially Fall. In Ohio that means just a few more beautiful
weekends left in the boating season. Even though cruising
in our boats is about over there are still many fun and enjoyable activities scheduled by our Stark County Power Squadron.
6 October, is our monthly general membership meeting
held at the North Canton Acme at 19:30. We need members there for input
about our hospitality room that our squadron is hosting at the D7 Conference
held at Sawmill Creek, 4 – 6 November. As we found out last spring at the
conference we hosted at the McKinley Grand, “The more the merrier”, and a
good time was had by all!
8 October is a unique opportunity for our members to help celebrate the
Stark County Power Squadron’s 60th anniversary by cruising on the Nautica
Queen out of Cleveland for an evening of food, fun, and friends. Please see
the flyer on page 4 for details.
The D7 Conference, hosted by the Vermillion Power Squadron, will be
held at Sawmill Creek 4 – 6 November. For two days you can educate and
socialize with fellow boaters. Learn something new, catch-up with old friends
and possible make new friends at this event. See details on Page 9.
Geodetic Marker Recovery is another opportunity for SCPS members to
have with fellow boaters. This activity is scheduled for 12 November and is
organized by Joanne Hancock. See flyer on page 6 for details.
In this newsletter is the flyer advertising the Stark County Power Squadron’s Holiday Party. This year we have changed the venue and will be celebrating the Holidays at Skyland Pines. Skyland has great food and is a beautiful setting. Mark your calendars now for 3 December and call your reservations in to Joanne Hancock.
Again, even though our cruising season is about over, boating season is
never over when you are involved in the Stark County Power Squadron! I
hope to see many of you soon!
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PROOFING

The Tall Ship Festival
at the Sandusky
Waterfront drew
“huge” crowds in
September

Lt/C Karen Long
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

D/L T/ C L YNDA C . LEQUE, SN

Building Membership - Do We Put Out the Welcome Mat?
A recent article in the BOATUS magazine, called “Building Up America’s Boat
Clubs”, discussed this question. In a special report by marketing expert Steve
Graves, who has consulted with various clubs in order to help build their membership, he states, “Clubs tend to block their own goals in reaching out to potential
members by not appearing welcoming enough.” Are we in SCPS welcoming
enough? Are we inviting potential members to visit our events? Are we informed
enough to answer questions on membership, benefits, and social events? Do we do enough to follow-up on
potential members by contacting them, offering them a ride or creating one-on-one time?
Think about the first impression we make on a potential member. Do we have a variety of activities that
are both educational and social? Is our meeting location convenient and inviting? Does our meeting location
allow for socializing afterwards? We need to take a close look at what we in SCPS, and USPS in general, are
doing to encourage membership. Each one of us is part of the “Membership Team” and should be focused on
building our numbers.
So, let’s put our heads together and review what we are currently doing. Here are some ideas. Let’s be
more visible by hanging a sign that states who we are when we hold meetings and events. Let’s create a welcome package with information, discounts, benefit information, and more. Let’s question potential members
to see what they are interested in doing and make an attempt to meet their needs. Let’s do more to integrate
our squadron into the community with a community service project. Let’s create an incentive program to encourage current members to recruit new members. Let’s attend District and other squadrons’ events to build
connections and resources for building our own squadron.
One more very important thing. Let’s build member value for our existing members. Are we meeting their
needs? Many of our current members are boating less or no longer own a boat. Let’s encourage these valuable, experienced members to get involved. Let’s recruit them to be speakers, mentors, educators, social planners, committee chairs, bridge members. Let’s let them know that they are missed and personally keep them
informed on our activities. They are an important part of the structure that is SCPS!
Together we can build Stark County Power Squadron into a welcoming, viable squadron if we remember
that each one of us is part of the Membership Team!
D/Lt/C Lynda Leque, SN
D/7 Secretary
SCPS Membership Chair
For more information, go to the APRIL/MAY edition of BOATU.S. at BOATUSmagazine/archives
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September News From National
USPS Governing Board Meeting 2016
The 2016 Governing Board Meeting, held in Pittsburgh, concluded on Saturday 27 August. By all accounts it was a successful meeting. Besides the department and committee meetings available on Thursday, there were a number of seminars offered on Friday. These
included but were not limited to: Squadron Growth – Finding What Works, Instructor Development, and SERAT Does It All on the
Water. The official meeting attendance on Saturday was 405. Many of these members and their guests enjoyed the abundant sightseeing opportunities around Pittsburgh, including cruises on the 3 rivers, rides on the famous Incline Cable Cars, and for some a Pirates
baseball game. The hotel was conveniently located with a variety of restaurants within a few blocks.
Some of the actions at the meeting included:

The Finance Commi ee proposed a mo on to increase dues $2.00, eﬀec ve date 1 December 2016. This
would set the dues rate for a regular ac ve member at $53.00, family units headed by a regular ac ve at
$79.50, and family units headed by a life member or a sustaining member at $26.50. This mo on passed.
Announcement by the Member Benefits Commi ee of 2 new benefits:
 VSP – Individual Vision Care. This is a na onal not‐for‐profit vision care company
 Wyndham Hotel Group – 20% savings on their variety of hotel chains
For further information on these programs and a complete list of Member
Benefits, go to the Member Home Page on the National Website, click on the
Site Index, then Member Benefits.
Reported by R/C Kathleen Lambert, AP

Joanne and Tom Hancock, on a trip out west, recently met up with Jim
and Cindy Kosmos in East Peoria on the Illinois River
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Stark County Power Squadron
Holiday Dinner Celebra on
3 December
Skyland Pines
3550 Columbus Road, Canton 44705
Time: Cash bar – 18:00
Dinner: 18:30
Menu: your choice of steak, baked scrod, or parmesan crusted chicken
Included with all meals is a salad, bread, parsley potatoes, rigatoni, sautéed
peppers, ice cream and beverage
Price: $24.00 per person
Contact Joanne Hancock for reserva ons by Monday, 28 November
330.499.3660
Make checks payable to Stark County Power Squadron
Send to Treasurer Tom Hancock
426 Emerson Ave. NW
North Canton, OH 44720
Or
Pay at the door
As in the past, please bring a small plate of your favorite Holiday Cookies to share
In keeping with the Holidays, we would like everyone to bring a non‐perishable
item(s) to be donated to a local food pantry
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We’re on the Web
http://starkcountyps.org

SCPS-2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
6 October

Board of Directors/
General Membership Meeting 1930
North Canton Acme

12
November

Geodetic Marker Search 1200
Dinner at Geisen Haus
North Canton 1700

8 October

60th Anniversary Celebration
Nautica Queen Dinner Cruise
See Page 4

1 December Board of Directors/
General Membership Meeting 1930
North Canton Acme

3 November

Board of Directors/
General Membership Meeting 1930
North Canton Acme

3 December Annual Holiday Party
Skyland Pines, Canton

4-6
November

D7 Fall Conference
Sawmill Creek. Huron
Hosted by Vermilion PS See Page 7

5 January

Board of Directors/
General Membership Meeting 1930
North Canton Acme

