
er, the life you save may be 
someone else's. 
     Boating season has its set of sta-
tistics and also driving automobiles 
on the roads, especially in winter 
causes fatalities. The Ohio State 
Highway Patrol’s Traffic Safety Bulle-
tin for 2015-2016 states there were 
11,544 crashes on snow, ice or slush 
covered roads in Ohio. There were 9 
fatalities last winter. More than two-
thirds (68%) of the crashes on snow, 
ice or slush covered roads were 
caused by speed-related factor, such 
as driving at an unsafe speed or fail-
ure to control the vehicle. Prepare 
your vehicle for winter driving by en-
suring that your battery, cooling sys-
tem, tires, wipers and defrosters are 
all in good condition.   
     Safety is the key factor in both 
driving a boat or automobile.  We all 
need to observe the regulations on 
the lakes, as well as rules of the 
roads. Have a safe winter and think 
summer! 
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    I am going to share 
some statistical infor-
mation from the US Coast 
Guard stemming from 
2016. They have not con-
cluded numbers for 2017, 
since the year has not 

ended. There were 4,062 recreational 
boating accidents in the United States 
and its territories in which 626 lives 
were lost and 2,620 were injured. Al-
most 76% of the fatal accident victims 
drowned and of these 85% weren’t 
wearing a life jacket. Eight out of every 
10 boaters who drowned were on 
boats less than 21 feet in length. 
     Boating while intoxicated is the 
leading contributing factor in fatal boat-
ing accidents. Additional contributing 
factors for deaths were hazardous wa-
ters, operator inexperience, weather 
conditions, excessive speed, sharp 
turns, failure to vent when fueling and 
violating navigation rules.  
     The American Boating Association 
encourages boaters to be serious 
about boating safety, starting with the 
proper kind and amount of boater 
training. A boating mishap or fatality 
often involves innocent people who 
share none of the blame, but all the 
consequences. As a responsible boat-
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     Christmas is now a 
memory and we are waiting 
for 2018 with excited antici-
pation! Our Holiday Party is 
also a memory but a great 
one. We had a good turnout 
with great food, fun and fel-

lowship. Now on to 2018 and one more year of 
the Stark County Power Squadron.  
 Cliff and I are hosting the 4 January meet-
ing at our house. Our address is 1304 Wash-
ington Blvd. in Louisville. We will be having 
soup with fixings, dessert, and drinks. Table 
service will be provided but if you would like 
any alcohol you will need to bring that for your-
self (or to share). The time is 1800. The 
Leques are giving a presentation from their 
Norway trip entitled “Land of the Midnight Sun”. 
Please let Joanne Hancock know if you are at-
tending. The evening should be both fun and 
informational. We sure hope to see a nice 
crowd. 
 2018 also brings many SCPS opportunities 
such as classes, dinners, meetings, and the 
Cleveland Boat Show to name a few. Get out 
and enjoy boating out of the water with fellow 
boaters during these winter months.  

FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER      Lt/C Karen R. Long 

The Stark Soundings is published 6 times a year 
in the months of April, June, September, Novem-
ber, January, and March. 
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mitted article due to article content or to space lim-
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document or in the body of an E-mail. 

Send your articles and pictures to: 

Cliff Long 
1304 Washington Blvd 
Louisville, OH 44641 

clifflong@neo.rr.com 

DEADLINE FOR THE 
MARCH 2018 ISSUE  

IS 20 FEBRUARY 

United States Power Squadrons ® 

www.usps.org 

 
 

Be sure to come to the January Meeting at 
Long’s house and meet Toby 



 

AUDITING COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN 

P/C  Richard Dunlap, AP 

330-495-0615 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN 

D/Lt Lynda C. Leque, SN 

330-832-9625 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN 

P/C Clifton I. Long, P 

330-284-4991 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER 

Tillie Kinsley 

330-454-2924 

 

RULES COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN 

P/Stf/C Kenneth T. Leque, SN 

330-832-9625 

 

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK 

CHAIRMAN 

P/C Ricardo S. Rodriguez, SN 

330-605-1064 

 

STARK SOUNDINGS 

Is published by  

P/C Clifton I. Long, P 

1304 Washington Blvd. 

Louisville, OH 44641 

Cell: 330-284-4991 

email: clifflong@neo.rr.com 

 

PROOFING 

Lt/C Karen Long 

 

 

 

Stark County Power Squadron 

http://starkcountyps.org Page 3 

    Have you heard the news? Stark County Power 
Squadron is offering America’s Boating Course in Febru-
ary at Buehler’s in Jackson Township. This class offering 
is a perfect opportunity to reach out to the public and en-
courage them to take our class. Print the flyer found in 
the newsletter and post it where you go – churches, post 
offices, gyms, grocery stores, libraries, museums, work, 

bowling alleys, sporting goods stores, marinas, drug stores, etc. Email 
the flyer (available on our website) to dock mates, yacht club members or 
anyone else you think would benefit by taking our class. The class covers 
state and federal boating laws, boating safety equipment and safe navi-
gation. The class is a great way to show off our squadron and how we 
can have fun while boating safely. Spring launch is only 4 months away 
so let’s see what we can do to make our waters safer. 
 

WHAT’S NEW IN EDUCATION           D/Lt Joanne Hancock, SN 

FROM THE ADMINISTRATION OFFICER  Lt/C David Guertal, P 

     It is hard to believe that 2017 is over and we have 
now entered into 2018. The winter time is a great time 
to take a class and brush up on boating safety. It is also 
a great time to plan your 2018 boating trips. We are in 
the process of planning three different trips with our 
boat “Dream On” this coming summer. In June we will 
be boating over to Pelee Island and Leamington, Cana-

da. In July our trip includes Tobermory, Killarney, and the North Channel, 
also in Canada. Our August trip will be on the east coast of Lake Michi-
gan around Whitehall and possibly Traverse City. If any of these sound 
interesting to you, please let us know as we would love to have other 
boating friends travel with us! We also have the SCPS Rendezvous and 
the District 7 Rendezvous to look forward to. 
      To help get you through the doldrum days of winter we have several 
great activities coming up including the Cleveland Boat Show at the IX 
Center in January, the SCPS Founders Days Dinner in February and 
SCPS Change of Watch in March. These events are always fun and we 
hope you will attend. 
      Lori and I wish the best to you and yours this new year and we look 
forward to seeing you in the coming months! 
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2017 HOLIDAY PARTY 

Thanks to everyone who attended the Holiday Party at Skyland Pines in December. The turn-
out was great and everyone enjoyed themselves. The food was great and we have already 

booked the room for next year. Be sure to mark your calendar for 1 December, 2018! 

Be sure to mark your calendars for 1 February. That is the date of the SCPS Annual Meeting. It 
is very important that we have a good turn-out to vote in the 2018-2019 Bridge Members. 

Please support the members that keep SCPS functioning through out the year. 
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We’re on the Web 
http://starkcountyps.org 

1304 Washington Blvd.  
Louisville, OH 44641-1554 

O f f i c i a l  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e   
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P o w e r  S q u a d r o n   

S C P S  2 0 1 8  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S     

4 January Bd of Directors/General  

Membership  Meeting   1800 

Long’s Home - See page 4 

 5,12,19,26 
February 

America’s Boating Course 

Buehlers Community Room 

6:00 to 8:00 PM - See page 6 

18-21  

January 

Mid-America Boat Show 

IX Center 

Cleveland, Ohio 

 18-25  

February 

USPS Annual Meeting 

Rosen Center 

Orlando, Florida 

1 February Annual Meeting/Bd of Directors/ 

General Membership Meeting  1930 

North Canton Acme 

 1 March Bd of Directors/General  

Membership  Meeting   1930 

North Canton Acme 

3 February Founder’s  Day Dinner   1800 

Papa Bear’s Italian Restaurant 

See page 5 

 3 March SCPS Change of Watch 

La Pizzaria 1800 Social 1830 Diner 

See page 7 


