
group of stars that form 
the constellation Canis Major 
meaning “Greater Dog”. Hence 
the nickname of this big, bold 
star is Dog Star. Some people 
believed that the summer swel-
ter was due to the combined 
heat from Sirius and the Sun. It 
makes sense that the name of 
the Dog Star, Sirius, means  
“Scorching’ in Greek.       
    The Squadron is planning to 
spend a late afternoon and 
evening on August 9th with a 
pontoon ride and picnic on Cen-
tral Lake in Canton just before 
the end of the Dog Day season.  
Not sure where the heat index 
will be that day so plan on bring-
ing plenty of fluids, loose cloth-
ing to stay cool, and sunscreen 
for a great evening of fellowship. 
If you desire to jump in the lake 
do not forget the swim gear.         
We look forward to seeing you 
in August.   
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     Summer has ar-
rived.  We sur-
vived another 
round of the virus, 
the confusion with 
the airlines cancel-
ling and delaying 
flights for those of 

us who fly, and the spring floods. 
We had a great picnic in May 
with excellent weather, always 
good food from the squadron 
kitchen chef staff, and good fel-
lowship after dinner. It is good to 
be looking forward to the Dog 
Days of Summer.  According to 
the “Old Farmer’s Almanac” The 
Dog Days of summer are 40 
days beginning on July 3 and 
ending on August 11, which co-
incide with the dawn rising of Sir-
ius, the Dog star. This is soon 
after the summer solstice, which 
also indicates the heat season 
has arrived.  Sirius is the bright-
est star in the sky except for the 
sun. Under the right conditions, it 
can be seen with the naked eye 
during the day. It is one star in a 
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    I hope that your Sum-
mer has been good so 
far. Karen and I have en-
joyed the boating season 
except for the fact we 
have only left the dock 
twice! Even though the 
weather has not been 

very cooperative, we still enjoy being at the lake 
and visiting we friends. On the plus side, we are 
still on the first tank of fuel for the season. We 
are hoping that the fuel cost will come down 
soon! 
    It was sad to hear the news of the passing of 
P/C John Ebinger this summer. John was Com-
mander in 1994 and received the Wheel Horse 
Award in 1997. John and his wife Betty have 
been living in Maine for several years and came 
back to this area to visit when traveling. I person-
ally have great memories of working with John 
when we still had the skits for the bent prop 
awards that were presented at the Change of 
Watch each year. He had quite a sense of humor 
and really enjoyed putting together the skits. He 
will be missed. 
    Please mark your calendars for 9 August. This 
is the date of our next event and the good news 
is that it is FREE. This is a pontoon boat ride and 
a picnic with burgers and hot dogs. We ask that 
you bring a covered dish to share. The event is 
located at 5014 Violet Knoll NE in Canton. This is 
the home of Cdr Fritz and Susan Spring. See all 
of the details on page 5 of this issue. The reser-
vations are due on 4 August. The reservations 
are being done on Google Form. If you have any 
problems signing up, call Karen Long at 330-495
-5523 and we will get you signed up. We hope to 
see many of you there! 
    Tom and Joanne Hancock are planning 2 dif-
ferent geodetic marker searches. The first is be-
fore the Akron Sail and Power Squadron Corn 
Roast in Sandusky. This takes place on 13 Au-
gust. It begins at 900. The 2nd one takes place 
closer to home. It will begin at noon on 12 Octo-
ber and everyone meets at Hancock’s house and 
will be followed by dinner at 1730 at Canal Grille 
in Canal Fulton. Please mark your calendars for 
these events.     

FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER                                                   P/C CLIFTON I LONG, P                        

The Stark Soundings is published 6 times a year 
in the months of April, June, September, Novem-
ber, January, and March. 

The editor reserves the right to edit any articles 
submitted for size, clarity, spelling and grammar. 
The editor also reserves the right to omit any sub-
mitted article due to article content or to space lim-
itations. Please submit articles either as a Word 
document or in the body of an E-mail. 
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1304 Washington Blvd 
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clifflong@neo.rr.com 

DEADLINE FOR THE  
SEPTEMBER 2022 ISSUE  

IS 15 AUGUST  

Hey look, we can report 2 Aids to Navigation with one photo for 
co-op charting. This is the end of the Navy Pier in Chicago and 

the Chicago Lighthouse 



Stark County Power Squadron 

Page 3 

 

 
 
 

So, What’s Going on with the Reorganization of USPS “America’s Boating Club”? 
 
The current reorganization efforts of the United States Power Squadrons/America’s Boating Club 

are to focus on the needs of individual members and their local clubs. 
 
 After months of study and hearing concerns from USPS/ABC members nationwide, several recom-
mendations were presented to the Chief Commander and the Board of Directors in January, according to 
Allan Bombard, a member of the reorganization committee. The recommendations are that USPS/ABC 
should: 

1 focus on serving the squadrons/clubs and members above all else.  

2 encourage clubs to critically assess the value that all aspects of the organization bring to 
their local operation, including the value of Districts.  

3 ensure clubs are given a voice (and more votes) in determining their future. 

 

 These recommendations are the result of reorganization discussions that began during the 2021 Vir-
tual Annual Meeting, Bombard said. Later that year, the BOD asked V/C Craig Fraser, SN, the then Na-
tional Executive Officer, to evaluate several trends negatively effecting the organization.   V/C Fraser re-
cruited a geographically diverse group of members to evaluate the creation of regions out of the current 
Districts.  

This year, the original reorganization group was enlarged and re-designated the Ad Hoc Commit-
tee on Reorganization and placed under the leadership of Paul Mermelstein, SN, and Miles Gee, SN. 
The BOD also directed the national Planning Committee to further evaluate districts, he said.  

Since its organization, the ad hoc committee has been working to supplement member input with 
two live virtual townhall meetings. Most of the national committees have been engaged in simplifying 
many of their chartered activities to improve and deliver services directly to the clubs and members, ac-
cording to Bombard. 
 The committee has also identified areas to improve the organization’s capacity to offer greater ser-
vice to its members.  The areas are: Communication, Marketing, Boating & Social, and Education.  The 
committee is seeking member volunteers to assist with the simplification and updating of these endeav-
ors. Anyone interested in helping should contact Myles Gee at MKGee@MSN.com. 
 For the latest up-to-date reorganization Town Hall presentation, it can be found at: 
https://fccdl.in/mbPSDbNeav 
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    By now most of us have launched our boats for 
summer 2022. Have you had one of our examiners 
perform a vessel safety check for you? Our examin-
ers are Cathy Dunlap, Bill Wood and Rick and Irene 
Rodriguez. After passing an examination, you know 
that your boat is in a safe condition. 

    
 
 
 
     Recently Tom and I took 2 river boat trips on the Chicago 
River. It was saddening to see the deplorable condition of the 
navigation lights on many, many bridges. I spoke to the captain 
and he said he admired my attitude and willingness to report 
the discrepancies. He and his fellow captains have tried rectify-
ing the condition, but have had no luck. Stay tuned… 
    See you at our next event. See page 5 for details. If the link 
to make your reservation does not work on your computer, call 
Karen Long at 330-495-5523 with your details. This should be 
a fun event with a boat ride and fellowship and a free picnic. 
Just bring a covered dish to share. Everything else will be  
furnished. 
 

WHAT’S NEW IN EDUCATION           D/Lt Joanne Hancock, SN 

 

 

Busy day for Vessel Safety Checks  
Left to right: Joanne Hancock, Tom Hancock, Dave Bialorucki, Irene 
Rodriguez, Rick Rodriguez, Liana Mihalca, and Craig Fraser 
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Stark County Power Squadron 

Stark County Power Squadron Pontoon Boat 
Ride/Picnic Dinner 

Date: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 
Location: 5014 Violet Knoll NE (Fritz and Susan’s 
house) 
Time: Boat ride: 4:30 – 5:30 pm 

     Dinner:     6:00 pm 
Squadron will provide burgers, dogs, buns, condi-
ments, pop, water, cups, silverware and place set-
tings. 
Cost: $0 
Bring a covered dish to share.  

 
Reservations by August 4th  Go to starkcountyps.org 
Under Calendar go to info for pontoon ride and touch information 
Click the click here button to make reservations 



We’re on the Web 
http://starkcountyps.org 

1304 Washington Blvd.  
Louisville, OH 44641-1554 

O f f i c i a l  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e   
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P o w e r  S q u a d r o n   

S C P S  2 0 2 2  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S     

9 August Pontoon Boat Rides and Picnic 
Watch for details in your E-mail 
See page 5 

 29 September Early Octoberfest 
Fritz’s Office Building 
General Membership Dinner Meeting 

13 August 
Contact Han-
cock's for details 

Cooperative Charting followed by 
Akron Power Squadron Corn Roast 
Battery Park, Sandusky 

 12 October Geodetic Search and Dinner 
Geodetic Hunt at 1200 
Dinner at Canal Grille 1730 

5 September Labor Day  31 October Happy Halloween!! 

9-18 September USPS Governing Board 
Raleigh, NC 

 TBD D7 Fall Conference 2022 


